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This seminar-like course is focused on the Washington policy process in several dimensions: key
actors, institutions and principles that influence the formation of US foreign policy and, more
broadly, the conduct of U.S. foreign and domestic policy. With Washington as its laboratory and
testing ground, the course will explore the growing number of players engaged in policymaking
and the ever-expanding range of challenges faced in a changing domestic and world order. The
course will focus on the opportunities and constraints Washington policy makers encounter on a
daily basis. It will explore the dynamic interaction between domestic and foreign policy in
critical election year.
The course to the extent possible will be conducted in seminar form based on discussions,
reflections, debates and interactions between the seminar leader and the students. When possible
outside experts will be invited to address the class. Regrettably COVID-19 limits the ability for
in-person meetings and visits to federal buildings, think tanks and other Washington institutions.
On-line and virtual contacts will be encouraged.
One caveat: This syllabus is not set in stone, especially in a period of rapid developments on the
domestic and international scenes. The seminar leader reserves the right to alter readings and
assignments and discussion topics in response to emerging policy challenges and significant
events.
Other than the required texts, all readings will be available online.
Course Objectives
This course is intended to help students:
o Understand both the concepts, traditions and the processes that drive U.S. foreign policy,
and discern the times and places in which these may converge or conflict;
o Note the objectives and agendas of different actors in the policy process;
o Be able to track foreign policy issues through the decision-making and policy processes,
provide scenarios for their outcome and formulate policy recommendations;
o Prepare cogent policy analysis - written and verbal -presented in ways that support the
policymaking process.
By semester's end, students should demonstrate improved proficiency in collecting, sorting, and
evaluating information; analyzing complex situations and synthesizing information; integrating
a spectrum of advice and opinion in the analysis of a complex world; and strengthening effective
oral and written skills.
Required readings:
Henry Kissinger. World Order. New York, 2015
Haass, Richard. The World; A Brief Introduction. New York, 2020
Bolton, John. The Room Where It Happened: A White House Memoir. New York, 2020
Power, Samantha. The Education of an Idealist: A Memoir. New York, 2020
Requirements & Grade Evaluation:
1 . Each student will submit in the course of the semester, each of the
following: a Presidential Daily Brief, a threat analysis, a policy options memo, an Op-ed
and a book review. [30%]
2. A 2020 candidate profile [To be discussed] [10%]
3. A final policy paper presentation. [30%]
4. A final take home essay [20%]
5. Class participation [10%]
University Policy
Disability Services Statement
It is the policy and practice of Seton Hall University to promote inclusive learning environments.
If you have a documented disability you may be eligible for reasonable accommodations in
compliance with University policy, the Americans with Disabilities Act, Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act, and/or the New Jersey Law against Discrimination. Please note, students are
not permitted to negotiate accommodations directly with professors. To request accommodations
or assistance, please self-identify with the Office for Disability Support Services (DSS), Duffy
Hall, Room 67 at the beginning of the semester. For more information or to register for services,
contact DSS at (973) 313-6003 or by e-mail at DSS@shu.edu.
Academic Integrity & Dishonesty
Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will be reported to the administration and
may result in a lowered or failing grade for the course and up to possible dismissal from the
School of Diplomacy. See University and School standards for academic conduct here:
https://www.shu.edu/student-life/upload/Student-Code-of-Conduct.pdf and
http://www.shu.edu/academics/diplomacy/academic-conduct.cfm
Citation Formats (some version of the paragraph below)
Papers should utilize one of the Chicago Manual of Style citation formats: Author-Date or Notes
and Bibliography. The guidelines for these formats are on the course Blackboard page.
Lesson Plan See Course Matrix
